
 

 
 
M A T E J  N I K Š I  
PhD in Architecture, Researcher in Urban Design 
Urban Planning Institute of the Republic of Slovenia 
matej.niksic@uirs.si 

Access to a Quality Open Public Space as an 
Urban Sustainability Measure 

Abstract 

The paper is a critical review of an open public space regeneration program in 
the city of Ljubljana, Slovenia. The point of departure is an assumption that an 
important measure of the sustainability of any settlement is the accessibility of 
quality open public spaces for its inhabitants, no matter where in the city they 
live. If the inhabitants are not given a chance to reach a quality open public 
space in a reasonable distance from their homes this hinders the quality of their 
living environments as well as social aspects of the sustainability of a city. The 
paper analyses a concrete approach to the open space improvements through the 
analyses of the strategic spatial plan for the network of public places as well as 
analysis of distribution of the financial investments into the public spaces across 
the 17 districts of the city of Ljubljana. It shows how an unbalanced distribution 
of the investments is gradually leading to a more qualitatively segregated city 
where the living conditions in the city centre are rapidly improving while the 
suburban areas and their public spaces are given no attention and are declining. 
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Figure 1 – The division of the territory of Ljubljana into 17 districts 
Source: MESTNA OB INA LJUBLJANA (2014) 

Table 1 – The 17 districts of Ljubljana and their size 
Source: Urban Planning Institute of the Republic of Slovenia (2014) 

District Surface in hectares 



Ljubljana

Ljubljana

Figure 2



Fi
gu

re
 2

 –
 T

he
 n

et
w

or
k 

of
 p

ub
lic

 s
pa

ce
 a

s 
de

fin
ed

 in
 th

e 
St

ra
te

gi
c 

Sp
at

ia
l P

la
n 

of
 th

e 
M

un
ic

ip
al

it
y 

So
ur

ce
: Š

AŠ
EK

 D
IV

JA
K,

 M
. e

t a
l. 

(2
01

0)
 



Ljubljana 2025
City 

of Ljubljana

Yugoslavia

Ljubljana 2025



River Ljubljanica

Ljubljanica

Ljubljana
European Prize for Urban Public Space

Europe (Figure 
3–4)

Figure 3 – New walk-ways along the River Ljubljanica as a result of a public 
space improvement programme 

Photographed by NIKŠI , M. (2013) 



Figure 4 – The improved access to the river in the city centre after the im-
plementation of the public space improvement measures 
Photographed by NIKŠI , M. (2013) 

River Ljubljanica 



3. Distribution of financial sources for public space improvements 

Municipality of Ljubljana
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Table 2 – The comparison of the values related to the project investments 
between the central city district (district Centre) and the whole city of 
Ljubljana.* 
*District centre covers 2% of the total city territory and hosts 9% of the total city popula-
tion. 

Item index and name 
 

Item value in 
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4. Discussion  
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5. Conclusion 
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