“I became acquainted with Professor Jozsef Toth as a
geography-biology specialised preliminary student in the
national army—although not personally, but only by
reputation—thanks to his son, who was accomplishing his
duties in the medical company and who carries the appealing
personality of his father in his genes. Of course, a short time
later, I got to know him personally, as well; his first lecture
cleared up the fact that he was the best teacher  had ever met in
my life. First of all, it was sensational for me that he started and
finished his lectures punctually, on the dot. His lectures were
engaging, inspiring and motivating and, through his examples,
easily understandable. In no time tables of data, realistic maps
of countries and continents were drawn to the blackboard with
his chalk. Although, he was a geographer, he was able to link his
knowledge to literature, movies, art works and music, even the
most fashionable pop music. In this respect, he intended to
display the world as a whole; and this way of visualising the
world was impressive. Nevertheless being adults, many times
we were listening to him with open mouths. His scientific and
popular lectures also attracted a high number of people. This is
one of the major reasons why he did not like those who were
narrow minded in science—deriving from their excessive
specialisation—he clearly saw the damage caused in the world
by this kind of approach. It was an extraordinary present from
destiny that I could be his companion through certain stages of
his lifetime.”

Zoltdn Wilhelm

JOozser TOTH was born on the 18" March 1940 in Cegléd,
Hungary. He was designated to be one of Hungary’s most
influential human geographers of his generation who gained
respect with ground-breaking ideas, concepts and models
which became integrated parts of the modern Earth Sciences
(for example the Tetrahedron Model). He was the author of
more than 600 scientific articles, and editor and author of a
high number of published books. During his life, he
established schools and university departments, and he had a
key role in the founding of institutions and doctoral schools.
Many great researchers grew up in his assisting and
supporting hands who will always remember him.
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